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Princess of the Asturias ; and to this Enrique was
forced by dire necessity to consent.

Many princes sought her hand, but she had made
up her mind to bring together the two chief peninsular
kingdoms by wedding no one save Fernando, the heir
of Aragon. Fernando was the second son of Juan II.
of Aragon, and had only become the heir through the
crime of his mother, Juana Henriquez, and of the cruel
step-mother who had most conduced to bring the
term into disrepute.

Juan's first wife had been Blanca, queen in her own
right of Navarre, who had, died early, leaving three
children, Carlos, Blanca, and Leonor. Carlos, though
de jure king of Navarre, is always known as Prince of
Viana, i.e. Be*arn, as his father refused to give up the
crown matrimonial to him. He was slandered, perse-
cuted, and goaded into rebellion, overpowered^, im-
prisoned, and though released, he died shortly after,
with strong suspicions of foul play. His sister Blanca,
after a no less miserable history, perished in the hands
of her brother-in-law, the Count of Foix, to whose
family the kingdom of Navarre passed ; but Fernando
was acknowledged heir of Aragon.

It had been at one time proposed that Carlos should
marry the Infanta Isabel, and the plan held good for
his young brother, and though Enrique did all in his
power to prevent it, Isabel was resolute, and Fernando
set forth from Aragon in disguise, and arrived in the
middle of the night at Valladolid, where Isabel was
residing under the guardianship of the Archbishop of
Toledo. He was seventeen and she eighteen, when
the prelate led him into the Infanta's presence, and
Don Guherre de Cardenas exclaimed "E$e es" ("This is